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Jack and Jill

Jack and his sister were teased about their names.
Jack’s sister was named Jill. That made them Jack 
and Jill like in the old nursery rhyme. The other kids 
thought their names were very funny.

The other kids would ask them if they were on 
their way to climb a hill. They would also ask if their 
mother sent them to fetch a pail of water.

Jack would shake his head no. Jill would hold 
her head high and not say a word. They tried not to 
get mad. They knew that getting mad just makes 
teasing worse. But that didn’t stop the teasing.

The kids would tell Jack to watch his step. 
“Don’t fall down the hill,” they would say. If Jack 
tripped, the kids would ask if he had broken his 
crown. Jill got teased just as much. “Don’t go 
tumbling after your brother,” they would say.

But Jack and Jill just smiled. They liked their 
names just fine. They liked the nursery rhyme, too. 
Most of all they were glad that they could get water 
from the faucet anytime they wanted. No hill. No 
pail. No problem.
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